Adobe Insider for Manufacturing Professionals -- Combine and Simplify
A custom advertising newsletter from Cadalyst and Adobe

Cadalyst Manufacturing

|

Adobe Acrobat 3D

|

Acrobat Insider Archives

|

Subscribe

Solutions for manufacturing
Combine multiple file types into one
PDF document with Acrobat 3D

Combine and Simplify
Adobe Acrobat 3D software lets you combine many
different kinds of files into one easy-to-share
document
by Don LaCourse
Welcome to the May issue of Acrobat Insider for Manufacturing. In the April
issue we discussed what Adobe® refers to as the “4Cs” of document-based
design collaboration — Capture, Combine, Control, and Collaborate. In this
issue we’ll take a closer look at the second C — combining files of different
formats into a single Adobe Acrobat® PDF document.

The Benefits of Combining
Your Files into an Adobe PDF Document
Why convert and combine files into Adobe PDF format? Paper and electronic
archives can be difficult to search, take up space, and require the application in
which a document was created. PDF files are compact and searchable and can
be accessed using Adobe Reader® software. Links make PDF files easy to
navigate.
Let's recap what we discussed last month about combining files. Acrobat 3D
makes it easy to insert your 3D CAD designs into a Microsoft Office document
by using the new commands on the Insert menu in each Microsoft Office
application or the new Insert 3D Model button on the PDFMaker toolbar.
The real power comes with the ability to combine all these different types of
files into a single Adobe PDF document — such as a project document created
from specs in a Microsoft Word document, estimates in a Microsoft Excel
worksheet, and several 3D CAD models. After converting these into Adobe PDF
format, you can combine them into a single Adobe PDF document that can be
shared with anyone using the free Adobe Reader.
You can combine files in two ways:
●

Using the Create PDF From Multiple Files command, you can
combine and convert different types of files in one step.
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●

Using the Insert command, you can add multiple Adobe PDF files to
an existing Adobe PDF document.

Request a Tip
Have a question about
Adobe Acrobat 3D? Send it
to Acrobat Insider; we'll try
to address it in an
upcoming issue.
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JOIN THE ACROBAT
USER COMMUNITY
Using Adobe Acrobat 3D, you can combine dissimilar content such as 3D CAD
models, spreadsheets, and other design data into one compact PDF document.
You can combine documents from any application that supports PDF creation.
In this example, a three-page Adobe PDF document includes content from
three different types of files. This first page shows a 3D CAD assembly
converted from Catia.

Register for your free
membership and get more
out of Acrobat. Meet other
Acrobat users, share ideas
and have fun!
Sign up today!
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The second page contains a project plan converted from Microsoft Project.
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The third page shows a design specification worksheet converted from
Microsoft Excel.

Combine Different File Types While Converting
You can convert different types of files and combine them into one Adobe PDF
file by using the Create PDF From Multiple Files command in Acrobat 3D. You
can also use this command to combine multiple Adobe PDF files.
To convert and combine multiple files:
1. Start Acrobat 3D. From the File menu, select Create PDF and
then select From Multiple Files.
You can also right-click a file name in Windows Internet
Explorer and select Combine in Adobe Acrobat.
2. In the Create PDF From Multiple Documents dialog box, click
the Browse button. In the Open dialog box, select a file and
click Add.
You can select multiple files in the same folder by holding
down the <Cntrl> key as you select them. To select files in a
different folder, click the Browse button again.
3. If you want to change the order of files in the combined
Adobe PDF, use the Move Up and Move Down buttons.
4. After you’ve added all the files you want to combine and
arranged them in the order you want, click OK.
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With the Create PDF From Multiple Files command, it's easy to combine
different types of files into a single Adobe PDF document. Use the buttons to
reorder the files in the resulting PDF document before you create it.

All the files you specify are converted and combined into a single Adobe PDF
document. The resulting multi-page document contains a bookmark to the first
page of each file, enabling you to print, delete, or extract individual documents
from the combined document.
To change the conversion settings, including print quality and security, use the
Convert to PDF Preferences dialog box (Edit menu / Preferences / Convert
to PDF category).

Combine Adobe PDF Files Using the Insert Command
You can use the Insert command (Document menu) to append or insert an
Adobe PDF document into another Adobe PDF document. You can also insert
one or more documents by dragging and dropping it between two open
windows with the mouse.
1. Open the document you want to add files to. From the
Document menu, select Insert Pages.
2. In the Select File To Insert dialog box, select the Adobe PDF
file you want to insert, and click Select.
3. In the Insert Pages dialog box, specify where you want to
insert the document, and click OK.
Next month, we'll explore how to adjust settings to get the best results and
small file sizes.
__________________________________________________________________

Tips and Tricks
Fixing Page Numbers
If your document includes page numbers in the original application, those page
numbers will appear in the PDF document. When you remove pages or combine
several PDF documents, the page numbers may be out of sequence. To solve
the problem, you can add a header or footer to the combined document and
insert the correct page number or other information. (For details, search
Acrobat 3D Help for “headers” and read the topic “Adding headers and
footers.”)
Combining Documents with Layers
You can use the Create PDF From Multiple Files command to combine Adobe
PDF documents that contain layers. The layers for each document are grouped
under a separate heading in the Layers tab of the navigation pane. You expand
and collapse the group by clicking the icon in the title bar for the group.
Extracting Images from Converted Files
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If you have combined and converted multiple JPEG files into an Adobe PDF file
and you want to retrieve one or more of the JPEG images for editing, you can
use the Export function of the Picture Task plug-in to export images in JPEG
format and open them in an image-editing application. Note that the options
available depend on whether you are converting a document from JPEG or
JPEG2000.
For more tips on combining files, see Issue #3 of Acrobat Insider for
Manufacturing and Issue #3 of Acrobat Insider for AEC Professionals.

______________________________________________________________
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